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]STow it may be perfectly true that, as a rule at
any rate, men think far too little of the ill conse-
quences, even to themselves, of the wrong which
they do. But it by no means follows that therefore
it is well to represent those consequences in the most
frightful possible light, like throwing on plenty of
mud in hopes that some may stick. For, in the
first place, such exaggerations, involving error as
the very name implies, may introduce difficulties
of belief which may cause the entire' statement to
be disbelieved. And, in the second place, supposing
even that the statements were believed, it by no
means follows that they are calculated to bring
about the end we ought to have in view ; nay, they
may be even hostile to its accomplishrnent. For it
is not the turbid stream that we are to seek to clarify,
but the fountain from whence the stream issues that
needs to be cleansed. The mere repression of wrong-
doing through fear of punishment is not enough. It
may make a man a more useful member of society,
just as a horse may be trained to draw burdens and
so to become useful to man. It may even be, and
doubtless is calculated to be, beneficial to the man
himself as guarding him against greater excesses, and
placing him in a more advantageous position for
something better. But fear, so long as it stands
alone by itself, seems to have no tendency towards
that renovation of the will which leads a man to clo